
                               TACONIC HIKING CLUB BOARD MEETING 

 

                          Thursday, December 6, 2018 at Professor Java's, Albany, NY 

Submitted by Lori McCarron 

 

PRESENT: Martha Waldman, Karen Ross, Mary MacDonald, Leslie Siegard, Sharon Bonk, 

David Pisaneschi, Margaret Parks, Gayle Fountain, Lori McCarron 

 

TREASURER'S REPORT: Mary MacDonald submitted the Treasurer's Reports for October and 

November. The balance at the end of November was $6947.75.  The majority of the income was 

from dues. 

 

TRANSITION: The transition of the office of treasurer to Leslie Siegard was discussed. 

The auditing committee needs three people. Kathleen Helfrich has agreed to serve, and two more 

members will be sought. A new bank may be used, either Berkshire Bank or Trustco. 

 

MEMBERSHIP: The application form is available on the website. New memberships are to be 

mailed to Sharon Bonk, who will update the database and forward the checks to the treasurer. 

She will include a link to the current bulletin in the welcome letter which will continue to include 

the membership patch.  Martha will also add a line to the application form that will indicate the 

date of application and the check number. Renewal checks are to be mailed to Leslie Siegard. 

Trail patches will handled by Lynn Nagengast.   

A meeting will be scheduled to discuss how to handle the archives. 

 

TRAILWORK: Dave Pisaneschi is tracking the work and will send his spreadsheet for 2018 to 

the Board. There was a discussion of erecting barriers to limit access to the Taconic Crest Trail.  

It is important that we work with DEC and the Region 4 Ranger Hannah O'Connor and Bill 

Schongar, the state forester in charge of the area. 

 

OUTINGS: Karen Ross is organizing volunteers for the Grafton Lake State Park Winterfest on 

Saturday, January 26th, 2019. The THC is a member of the Friends of the GLSP and we want to 

support their efforts. So far, Bob Armao, Sharon Bonk, Lori McCarron, and Mary MacDonald 

have offered to help out that day.  Karen Cedar also offered to lead a hike around the lake.   

 

We are still interested in finding an outings committee chair.  Meanwhile, Martha will edit 

outings and handle leader issues.   

 

Training sessions are being offered for those who would like to become outings leaders. 

 

NEWSLETTER: Kate Storms is in charge of the newsletter and is working in Word rather than 

Publisher.  There were many complements about the work Kate did on the winter bulletin. 

 



SOCIAL: The summer picnic is scheduled for June 9, 2019 at Grafton Lake State Park. It was 

voted to spend up to $100 for a pavilion.  Margaret Parks will continue to handle organizing it.  

 

PUBLICITY:  We plan to start sending monthly e-blasts to remind membership about upcoming 

outings and include relevant news updates.  We hope to attend more events to publicize the Club, 

and Gayle said she has an “easy-up” that can be used. 

 

BNRC PARTNERSHIP: A letter of support (see addendum 2) for the High Road was approved 

by a vote of the Board, and there is interest in an offer from BNRC of help with trail work and 

opening up a southern extension of the TCT into Bates Memorial Forest and along Perry’s Peak 

ridge to descend into and join BNRC’s Hollow Fields Preserve. 

 

WEBSITE: The Board approved spending up to $1000 this year for the development of a new 

web site which would have functionality to allow members to both apply on-line and pay 

membership via PayPal and other functionality not available with the current website.  Martha 

will follow up by meeting Peter Pierson of Grafton Web Sites. 

 

NEXT BOARD MEETING: The next meeting of the board is scheduled for March 21, 2019. 

 

The meeting concluded at 11:30 a.m. 

 

 

Addendum 1)  12/11/18:  The Board voted unanimously via email to donate $100 from the Club 

to the Prospect Mountain Association to help the nonprofit fundraise for the acquisition of the ski 

area which will insure its continued public recreation use and allow for its protection from 

development. 

 

Addendum 2: Copy of letter of support for BNRC High Road Visio 

 

 

 December 14, 2018 

 

To: Ms. Jenny Hansell, President 

       Berkshire Natural Resources Council 

       20 Bank Row 

       Pittsfield, MA 01201 

 

Re:  Letter of Support and Partnership 

 

We, the officers of the Taconic Hiking Club (THC), representing our membership, want to formally 

acknowledge our support for The High Road project.  We feel it is important for BNRC to have our 

support for the concept and execution of the High Road plan.  This extends to the inclusion of all or parts 

of the Taconic Crest Trail (TCT) into the creation of a series of hiking paths and loops that connect 

conserved lands to important centers throughout Berkshire County for the purpose of public recreation.  



We feel the TCT can be a very useful link to these trail networks, especially in the southern end of the 

trail that passes through Pittsfield State Forest.  While not the owner of the trail, the THC is an important 

constituent and advocate for its protection, is critical to its maintenance, and is actively involved in 

promoting recreation there. 

 

We applaud BNRC’s efforts to utilize this long-distance trail in its planning and to consider an extension 

of the Taconic Crest Trail through Bates Memorial State Forest to a trailhead at Hollow Fields in 

Richmond.  Partnering on this section of trail is something we strongly favor; both for maintenance and 

co-sponsored outdoor opportunities. 

 

The THC is prepared to use its knowledge of access routes around the TCT as well of features of the trail 

that might enhance a High Road experience.  Members have a long-standing and extensive knowledge of 

how the trails might be used to connect to commercial areas like Hancock Shaker Village, the Town of 

New Lebanon, West Street and Pittsfield, the center of Berlin, and Hopkins Forest and Williamstown. 

These are all crucial foci of potential High Road routes. 

 

We are in favor of duplicative signing for sections of the TCT that overlie High Road Routes, and we are 

willing and able to assist in trail maintenance, publicity, and outreach as the High Road vision comes to 

fruition. 

 

We wish BNRC great success going forward, and we look forward to being there when the first ribbon is 

cut. 

 

Sincerely, 

 

 

Martha Waldman 

THC - President 

 

 

 


